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Call for Global Ban on Nuclear Weapons Testing

By Katsuhiro Asagiri and Ramesh Jaura

Group of CTBTO Eminent Persons in Hiroshima | Credit: CTBTO

HIROSHIMA (IPS) - As the international community gears up to commemorate the 20th anniversary next year of
the opening up of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) for signature, a group of eminent persons
(GEM) has launched a concerted campaign for entry into force of a global ban on nuclear weapon testing.

GEM, which was set up by Lassina Zerbo, the Executive Secretary of the September 2013 Preparatory Commission
for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) at the United Nations headquarters in
New York, met on Aug. 24-25 in Hiroshima, a modern city on Japan’s Honshu Island, which was largely destroyed
by an atomic bomb during the Second World War in 1945.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki are the only two cities in the world which have suffered the devastating and brutal atomic
bombs that brought profound suffering to innocent children, women and men, the tales of which continue to be told
by the ‘hibakusha’ (survivors of atomic bombings).

“There is nowhere other than this region where the urgency of achieving the Treaty’s entry into force is more evi-
dent, and there is no group better equipped with the experience and expertise to help further this cause than the
Group of Eminent Persons,” CTBTO Executive Secretary Zerbo told participants.

The GEM is a high-level group comprising eminent personalities and internationally recognised experts whose aim
is to promote the global ban on nuclear weapons testing, support and complement efforts to promote the entry into
force of the Treaty, as well as reinvigorate international endeavours to achieve this goal.

The two-day meeting was hosted by the government of Japan and the city of Hiroshima, where CTBTO Executive
Secretary Zerbo participated in the commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the atomic bombing early August.

On the eve of the meeting, Zerbo joined former United States Secretary of Defence and GEM Member William
Perry and Hiroshima Governor Hidehiko Yuzaki as a panellist in a public lecture on nuclear disarmament which
was attended by around 100 persons, including many students. @
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In an opening statement, Zerbo urged global leaders to use the momentum created by the recently reached agree-
ment between the E3+3 (China, France, Germany, the Russian Federation, United Kingdom and the United States)
and Iran to inject a much needed dose of hope and positivity in the current discussions on nuclear non-proliferation
and disarmament.

“What the Iran deal teaches us is that multilateralism in arms control and international security is not only possible,
but the most effective way of addressing the complex and multi-layered challenges of the 21st century. [It] also
teaches us that the measure of worth in any security agreement or arms control treaty is in the credibility of its veri-
fication provisions. As with the Iran deal, the utility of the CTBT must be judged on the effectiveness of its verifi-
cation and enforcement mechanisms. In this area, there can be no question,” Zerbo said.

Also speaking at the opening session, Perry expressed his firm belief that ratification of the CTBT served U.S. na-
tional interests, not only at the international level but also at the strictly domestic level for national security mea-
sures. He considered that the current geopolitical climate constituted a risk for the prospects of entry into force and
reiterated the importance of maintaining the moratoria on nuclear testing.

Participating GEM members included Nobuyasu Abe, former U.N. Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Af-
fairs, Japan; Des Browne, former Secretary of State for Defence, United Kingdom; Jayantha Dhanapala, former
U.N. Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs; Sérgio Duarte, former U.N. High Representative for Dis-
armament Affairs, Brazil; Michel Duclos, Senior Counsellor to the Policy Planning Department at the French Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs; Wolfgang Hoffmann, former Executive Secretary of the CTBTO, Germany; Ho-Jin Lee,
Ambassador, Republic of Korea; and William Perry, former Secretary of Defence, United States.

Istvan Mikola, Minister of State, Hungary; Yusron lhza Mahendra, Ambassador of Indonesia to Japan; Mitsuru
Kitano, Permanent Representative, Ambassador of Japan to the International Organisations in Vienna; and Yerzhan
N. Ashikbayev, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Kazakhstan, participated as ex-officio members.

The GEM took stock of the Plan of Action agreed in its meetings in New York (Sep. 2013), Stockholm (Apr. 2014)
and Seoul (Jun. 2015). The Group considered the current international climate and determined that, with the upco-
ming 20th anniversary of the opening for signature of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, there was an
urgency to unite the international community in support of preventing the proliferation and further development of
nuclear weapons with the aim of their total elimination.

Participants in the meeting discussed a wide range of relevant issues and debated practical measures that could be
undertaken to further advance the entry into force of the Treaty, especially in the run-up to the Article XIV Con-
ference on Facilitating Entry into Force of the CTBT, which will take place at the end of September in New York,
with Japan and Kazakhstan as co-chairs.

One hundred and eighty-three countries have signed the Treaty, of which 163 have also ratified it, including three
of the nuclear weapon states: France, Russia and the United Kingdom. But 44 specific nuclear technology holder
countries must sign and ratify before the CTBT can enter into force. Of these, eight are still missing: China, Egypt,
India, Iran, Israel, North Korea, Pakistan and the United States. India, North Korea and Pakistan have yet to sign
the CTBT.

The GEM adopted the Hiroshima Declaration, which reaffirmed the group’s commitment to achieving the global
elimination of nuclear weapons and, in particular, to the entry into force of the CTBT as “one of the most essential
practical measures for nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation”, and, among others, called for “a multilateral
approach to engage the leadership of the remaining . . . eight States with the aim of facilitating their respective rati-
fication processes.” (IPS | 27 August 2015) ¢
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki Mayors Plead for a Nuclear Weapons Free World

By Ramesh Jaura

The mayor of Nagasaki, Tomihisa Taue, presents the Nagasaki Peace Declaration, saying that “rather than envisioning a nu-
clear-free world as a faraway dream, we must quickly decide to solve this issue by working towards the abolition of these wea-
pons, fulfilling the promise made to global society”. Credit: YouTube

BERLIN/TOKYO (IPS) - Seventy years after the brutal and militarily unwarranted atomic bombings of the Japane-
se cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on Aug. 6 and 9, a nuclear weapons free world is far from within reach. [P22]
JAPANESE TEXT VERSION PDF | PORTUGUESE | SPANISH

Commemorating the two events, the mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki made impassioned pleas for heeding the
experiences of the survivors of the atomic bombings and the growing worldwide awareness of the compelling need
for complete abolition of such weapons.

The atomic bombings in 1945 destroyed the two cities, and more than 200,000 people died of nuclear radiation,
shockwaves from the blasts and thermal radiation. Over 400,000 have died since the end of the war, from the after-
effects of the bombs.

As of Mar. 31, 2015, the Japanese government had recognised 183,519 as ‘hibakusha’ (explosion-affected people),
most of them living in Japan. Japan’s Atomic Bomb Survivors Relief Law defines hibakusha as people who were:
within a few kilometres of the hypocentres of the bombs; within 2 km of the hypocentres within two weeks of the
bombings; exposed to radiation from fallout; or not yet born but carried by pregnant women in any of these catego-

ries. <
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During the commemorative events in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, reports in several newspapers confirmed that those
bombings were militarily unwarranted.

Gar Alperovitz, formerly Lionel R. Bauman Professor of Political Economy at the University of Maryland, wrote in
The Nation that that “the war was won before Hiroshima — and the generals who dropped the bomb knew it.”

He quoted Adm. William Leahy, President Harry S. Truman’s Chief of Staff, who wrote in his 1950 memoir ‘I
Was There’ [that] “the use of this barbarous weapon at Hiroshima and Nagasaki was of no material assistance in
our war against Japan. The Japanese were already defeated and ready to surrender ...”

Gen. Dwight Eisenhower, the U.S. president from 1953 until 1961, shared this view. He was a five-star general in
the United States Army during World War II and served as Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe.

Eisenhower stated in his memoirs that when notified by Secretary of War Henry Stimson of the decision to use
atomic weapons, he “voiced to him my grave misgivings, first on the basis of my belief that Japan was already de-
feated and that dropping the bomb was completely unnecessary.”

Even the famous “hawk” Maj. Gen. Curtis LeMay, head of the Twenty-First Bomber Command, went public the
month after the bombing, telling the press that “the atomic bomb had nothing to do with the end of the war at all,”
wrote Alperovitz.

“The peoples of this world must unite or they will perish,” warned Robert Oppenheimer, widely considered the
father of the bomb, as he called on politicians to place the terrifying power of the atom under strict international
control.

Oppenheimer’s call has yet to be followed.

In his fervent address on Aug. 6, Kazumi Matsui, mayor of the City of Hiroshima, said: “Our world still bristles
with more than 15,000 nuclear weapons, and policy-makers in the nuclear-armed states remain trapped in provinci-
al thinking, repeating by word and deed their nuclear intimidation.”

He added: “We now know about the many incidents and accidents that have taken us to the brink of nuclear war or
nuclear explosions. Today, we worry as well about nuclear terrorism.”

As long as nuclear weapons exist, he warned, anyone could become a hibakusha at any time. If that happens, the
damage would reach indiscriminately beyond national borders. “People of the world, please listen carefully to the
words of the hibakusha and, profoundly accepting the spirit of Hiroshima, contemplate the nuclear problem as your
own,” he exhorted.

As president of Mayors for Peace, comprising mayors from more than 6,700 member cities, Kazumi Matsui vowed:
“Hiroshima will act with determination, doing everything in our power to accelerate the international trend toward
negotiations for a nuclear weapons convention and abolition of nuclear weapons by 2020.”

This, he said, was the first step toward nuclear weapons abolition. The next step would be to create, through the
trust thus won, broadly versatile security systems that do not depend on military might.

“Working with patience and perseverance to achieve those systems will be vital, and will require that we promote
throughout the world the path to true peace revealed by the pacifism of the Japanese Constitution,” he added.

“We call on the Japanese government, in its role as bridge between the nuclear- and non-nuclear-weapon states, to
guide all states toward these discussions, and we offer Hiroshima as the venue for dialogue and outreach,” the ma-
yor of Hiroshima said. @
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In the Nagasaki Peace Declaration issued on Aug. 9, Nagasaki mayor Tomihisa Taue asked the Japanese govern-
ment and Parliament to “fix your sights on the future, and please consider a conversion from a ‘nuclear umbrella’ to

29

a ‘non-nuclear umbrella’.

Japan does not possess any atomic weapons and is protected, like South Korea and Germany, as well as most of the
NATO member states, by the U.S. nuclear umbrella.

He appealed to the Japanese government to explore national security measures, which do not rely on nuclear deter-
rence. “The establishment of a ‘Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (NEA-NWFZ),” as advocated by rese-
archers in America, Japan, Korea, China, and many other countries, would make this possible,” he said.

Referring to the Japanese Parliament “currently deliberating a bill, which will determine how our country guaran-
tees its security”, he said: “There is widespread unease and concern that the oath which was engraved onto our he-
arts 70 years ago and the peaceful ideology of the Constitution of Japan are now wavering. I urge the Government
and the Diet to listen to these voices of unease and concern, concentrate their wisdom, and conduct careful and
sincere deliberations.”

The Nagasaki Peace Declaration noted that the peaceful ideology of the Constitution of Japan was born from pain-
ful and harsh experiences, and from reflection on the war. “Since the war, our country has walked the path of a
peaceful nation. For the sake of Nagasaki, and for the sake of all of Japan, we must never change the peaceful prin-
ciple that we renounce war,” the declaration said.

The Nagasaki mayor regretted that the Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) held at the United Nations earlier this year had struggled with reaching agreement on a
Final Document.

However, said Taue, the efforts of those countries which were attempting to ban nuclear weapons had made possib-
le a draft Final Document “which incorporated steps towards nuclear disarmament.”

He urged the heads of NPT member states not to allow the NPT Review Conference “to have been a waste”.
Instead, they should continue their efforts to debate a legal framework, such as a ‘Nuclear Weapons Convention
(NWC),” at every opportunity, including at the General Assembly of the United Nations.

Many countries at the Review Conference were in agreement that it was important to visit the atomic-bombed cities
of Nagasaki and Hiroshima.

Against this backdrop, the Nagasaki mayor appealed to “President [Barack] Obama, heads of state, including the
heads of the nuclear weapon states, and all the people of the world ... (to) please come to Nagasaki and Hiroshima,
and see for yourself exactly what happened under those mushroom clouds 70 years ago.”

No U.S. president has ever attended the any event to commemorate the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. Undersecre-
tary of State for Arms Control and International Security Rose Gottemoeller was the highest-ranking U.S. official
at the Aug. 6 ceremony. She was reported as saying that nuclear weapons should never be used again.

(IPS | 10 August 2015) @
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Learning from Hiroshima and Nagasaki Atomic Bombings

By Katsuhiro Asagiri

<= Hiroshima and Nagasaki Mayors.
Credit: Hiroshima Peace Media Centre

TOKYO (IDN) - In a message to the
Peace Memorial Ceremony, to mark the
70th anniversary of the bombing of Hi-
roshima on August 6, UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon echoed the ardent
wish of the survivors of nuclear assault,
when he called for "urgent action to eli-
minate nuclear weapons once and for all".

Evoking the first resolution by the UN
General Assembly, which reflected the
international community’s concern about
the use of atomic weapons, he urged sta-
tes to honour the victims of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki by realising the "vision of a
nuclear-weapons-free world".

He recalled that towards the end of World
War II, on August 6 and 9, 1945, the Uni-
ted States dropped atomic bombs on Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki. The two cities we-
re destroyed and more than 200,000 peop-
1 le died of nuclear radiation, shockwaves
from the blasts and thermal radiation. Over 400,000 have died since the end of the war, from the after-effects of the
bombs.

The Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki shared Ban’s views. They are keen that the younger generation keeps alive
the memory of what transpired 70 years ago.

They also want the nuclear power states to abandon all nuclear weapons and Japan — as the only country to have
suffered the havoc caused by atomic bombs — to act as a bridge between nuclear and non-nuclear states.

Nagasaki Mayor Tomihisa Taue pointed out that most of Japan’s population was made up of the post-war generati-
on. The memories of war were fast fading from the society.

In view of this, he said: “We must not forget the atomic bomb experiences of those in Nagasaki and Hiroshima.
Neither should we forget the air raids, which destroyed Tokyo and many other cities, the Battle of Okinawa, nor the
many people of Asia who suffered because of this tragic war. Now, 70 years on, it is vital that we continue to pass
on those memories.”

He asked those who experienced the atomic bomb and the war in Japan and across the globe to speak of their expe-
riences, and not allow those memories to fade. @
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Addressing the young generation, he said: “I ask that you do not push wartime experiences aside saying that they
are stories of the past. Understand that the wartime generation tell you their stories because what they speak of
could, in the future, happen to you as well. Therefore, please inherit their wish for peace.”

He added: “Listen to stories of the war, sign petitions for nuclear abolition, and visit atomic bomb exhibitions. To-
gether, these individual actions can create a much larger power.”

The Nagasaki Declaration on August 9 also highlighted the significant role the youth play: “In Nagasaki, the youn-
ger generation, which includes second and third generation hibakusha, are inheriting the wish for peace and are ta-
king action. Our individual strengths are the greatest power in realizing a world without war and without nuclear
weapons. The power of civil society is the power to move governments, and to move the world.”

Hibakusha is the Japanese word for nuclear “explosion-affected people”, who survived the atomic bombings.

By March 2015, the Japanese government had recognised 183,519 as hibakusha, most living in Japan. Japan’s
Atomic Bomb Survivors Relief Law defines hibakusha as people who were: within a few kilometers of the hy-
pocenters of the bombs; within 2 km of the hypocenters within two weeks of the bombings; exposed to radiation
from fallout; or not yet born but carried by pregnant women in any of these categories.

Describing the state of the hibakusha, Kazumi Matsui, Mayor of the City of Hiroshima, said: “Those who managed
to survive, their lives grotesquely distorted, were left to suffer serious physical and emotional aftereffects com-
pounded by discrimination and prejudice. Children stole or fought routinely to survive.

A young boy rendered an A-bomb orphan still lives alone; a wife was divorced when her exposure was discovered.
The suffering continues.”

Against this backdrop, the Hiroshima and Nagasaki Mayors appealed for doing away with all nuclear weapons that
are tools of mass destruction.

The Hiroshima Mayor Matsui pointed out that while the world was bristling with more than 15,000 nuclear wea-
pons, policymakers in the nuclear-armed states remained trapped in “provincial thinking, repeating by word and
deed their nuclear intimidation”.

This attitude persisted despite the fact that the international community was fully aware of “the many incidents and
accidents that have taken us to the brink of nuclear war or nuclear explosions”. Meanwhile nuclear terrorism was
also a source of great concern.

As long as nuclear weapons exist, he warned, anyone could become a hibakusha at any time. If that happens, the
damage would reach indiscriminately beyond national borders. “People of the world, please listen carefully to the
words of the hibakusha and, profoundly accepting the spirit of Hiroshima, contemplate the nuclear problem as your
own,” he exhorted.

Matsui is president of the Mayors for Peace, a global grouping comprising more than 6,700 member cities. He as-
sured: “Hiroshima will act with determination, doing everything in our power to accelerate the international trend
toward negotiations for a nuclear weapons convention and abolition of nuclear weapons by 2020.”

This, he said, was the first step toward the abolition of nuclear weapons. The next step would be to create broadly
versatile security systems that do not depend on military might but are based on mutual trust.

“Working with patience and perseverance to achieve those systems will be vital, and will require that we promote
throughout the world the path to true peace pursued by the pacifism of the Japanese Constitution,” he added. @
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The Hiroshima Mayor called upon the Japanese government, in its role “as bridge between the nuclear- and non-
nuclear-weapon states, to guide all states toward these discussions”.

Hiroshima has offered itself as the venue for dialogue and outreach.

The Nagasaki Mayor Taue exhorted the Japanese Government and Parliament to fix their sights on the future, and
consider a conversion from a ‘nuclear umbrella’ to a ‘non-nuclear umbrella’.

Like South Korea and Germany, and most of the NATO member states, Japan does not possess any atomic wea-
pons and is protected by the U.S. nuclear umbrella.

Taue appealed to the Japanese Government to explore national security measures, which do not rely on nuclear de-
terrence. “The establishment of a ‘Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (NEA-NWFZ),” as advocated by
researchers in America, Japan, Korea, China, and many other countries, would make this possible,” he said.

Referring to the Japanese Parliament “currently deliberating a bill, which will determine how our country guaran-
tees its security”, he said: “There is widespread unease and concern that the oath which was engraved onto our he-
arts 70 years ago and the peaceful ideology of the Constitution of Japan are now wavering. I urge the Government
and the Diet to listen to these voices of unease and concern, concentrate their wisdom, and conduct careful and
sincere deliberations.”

The peaceful ideology of the Constitution of Japan, the Nagasaki Peace Declaration said, was born from painful
and harsh experiences, and from reflection upon the war. “Since the war, our country has walked the path of a
peaceful nation. For the sake of Nagasaki, and for the sake of all of Japan, we must never change the peaceful prin-
ciple that we renounce war,” the declaration added.

The Nagasaki Mayor regretted that in the ‘Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)’ had ended without the adoption of a Final Document. However, the efforts of those
countries, which were attempting to ban nuclear weapons, made possible a draft Final Document which incorpo-
rated steps towards nuclear disarmament,” he noted.

He urged the heads of the NPT member states not to allow the NPT Review Conference “to have been a waste”.
Instead, they should avail of every opportunity to continue their efforts to debate a legal framework, such as a ‘Nu-
clear Weapons Convention (NWC),’ at every opportunity, also in the General Assembly of the United Nations.

Many countries at the Review Conference were in agreement that it is important to visit the atomic-bombed cities
of Nagasaki and Hiroshima. Against this backdrop, the Nagasaki Mayor appealed to: “President Obama, heads of
state, including the heads of the nuclear weapon states, and all the people of the world . .. (to) please come to Na-
gasaki and Hiroshima, and see for yourself exactly what happened under those mushroom clouds 70 years ago.”

No U.S. President has since 1945 ever attended any event to commemorate the atomic bombings of Hiroshima.
Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and International Security Rose Gottemoeller was the highest-ranking
U.S. official at August 6 ceremony. She was reported saying that nuclear weapons should never be used again.

Widespread view in the U.S. is that the atomic bombings were necessary to bring Japan down to its knees and end
the Second World War. But this view is being increasingly challenged, evoking the criticism, among others, of
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower, the U.S. President from 1953 until 1961, and a five-star general in the United States
Army during World War II, who served as Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe,

Eisenhower stated in his memoirs that when notified by Secretary of War Henry Stimson of the decision to use
atomic weapons, he “voiced to him my grave misgivings, first on the basis of my belief that Japan was already de-
feated and that dropping the bomb was completely unnecessary”. [IDN-InDepthNews — 9 August 2015] ¢
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No More Hiroshimas, No More Nagasakis, Vows U.N. Chief

By Thalif Deen

Photo: A Hibakusha, one of the survivors of the atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, speaks at a special event com-
memorating Disarmament Week in October 2011. Credit: UN Photo/Paulo Filgueiras

UNITED NATIONS (IPS) - Speaking at a commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the atomic bombings of Ja-
pan, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, a vociferous advocate of nuclear disarmament, echoed the rallying cry wor-
ldwide: “No more Hiroshimas, No more Nagasakis.”

Providing grim figures, he said more than 200,000 people died of nuclear radiation, shock waves from the blasts,
and thermal radiation from the bombing of Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945, and of Nagasaki three days later.

Additionally, over 400,000 more people have died — and are continuing to die — since the end of the Second World
War from the impacts of the attacks.

“As you keep the memory of the bombing alive, so too, must the international community persist until we have
ensured that nuclear weapons are eliminated,” he said. Ban said the United Nations, since its establishment 70 years
ago, has been seeking to eliminate weapons of mass destruction (WMDs).

The U.N. General Assembly’s first resolution, adopted in January 1946, set the goal of eliminating all WMDs. &
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“Until I realise this goal, I will continue to use every opportunity to raise global awareness about the dangers of
nuclear weapons and demand an urgent international response,” he vowed.

Alice Slater, New York director of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation and who serves on the Coordinating Com-
mittee of Abolition 2000, told IPS:

“On this fateful day, 70 years ago, the first of the only two atomic bombs ever used was dropped on the city of Hi-
roshima, with a second catastrophic detonation wreaked on Nagasaki on Aug. 9, killing over 220,000 people by the
end of 1945, with many tens of thousands of more dying from radiation poisoning and its lethal after effects over
the years.”

Yet despite these horrendous cataclysms in Japan, there are still 16,000 nuclear weapons on the planet, all but 1,000
of them held by the U.S. and Russia, she pointed out.

“Our legal structures to control and eliminate the bomb are in tatters, as the five recognized nuclear weapons states
in the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)—the U.S., UK, Russia, France, China—cling to their nuclear deterrents, as-
serting they are needed for their ‘security’ despite the promises they made in 1970, 45 long years ago, to make
good faith efforts to eliminate their nuclear arms,” she added.

This “security” in the form of nuclear “deterrence” is extended by the United States to many more countries in the
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) nuclear alliances, as well as to the Pacific states of Japan, Australia,
and South Korea.

Non-NPT states, India, Pakistan and Israel, as well as North Korea which left the NPT, taking advantage of its
Faustian bargain for “peaceful” nuclear power, to make nuclear weapons similarly claim their reliance on nuclear
“deterrence” for their security, Slater said.

She said the rest of the world is appalled, not only at the lack of progress to fulfill promises for nuclear disarma-
ment, but the constant modernization and “improvement” of nuclear arsenals with the U.S. announcing a plan to
spend one trillion dollars over the next 30 years for two new bomb factories, delivery systems and warheads, ha-
ving just tested a dummy nuclear bunker-buster warhead last month in Nevada, its B-61-12 nuclear gravity bomb.

In Northern California, peace advocates marked the 70th anniversary at the Livermore Lab, where the U.S. is
presently spending billions of dollars to create new and modified nuclear weapons.

The Lawrence Livermore Lab is one of the two national laboratories that have designed every warhead in the U.S.
nuclear weapons stockpile.

In a press advisory, the Western States Legal Foundation (WSLF), a longstanding advocate for nuclear disarma-
ment, said 70 years after the U.S. dropped atomic bombs on the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, preparations
for nuclear war are ongoing at the Livermore Lab.

Over 85 percent of the Fiscal Year 2016 budget request for the Lab is dedicated to Nuclear Weapons Activities.

Scientists at Livermore are developing a modified nuclear warhead for a new long-range stand-off weapon to re-
place the air-launched cruise missile.

Nearly 16,000 nuclear weapons — 94 percent of them held by the U.S. and Russia — continue to pose an intolerable
threat to humanity, she said, pointing out that nuclear weapons have again taken center stage on the borderlands of
Europe, one of several potential nuclear flashpoints.

Whether a nuclear exchange is initiated by accident, miscalculation or madness, the radiation and soot will know
no boundaries. ¥
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The statement also said the U.S. plans to spend a trillion dollars over the next 30 years “modernising” its nuclear
bombs, warheads, delivery systems and infrastructure to sustain them for decades to come. The human cost is im-
measurable—to our health, environment, ethics, and democracy, to our prospects for global peace, and to our con-
fidence in human survival.

“We gather at Livermore Lab to demand that nuclear weapons spending be slashed and redirected to meet human
needs. On this 70th anniversary date, we welcome the Iran deal and call on the U.S. government to now lead a pro-
cess, with a timetable, to achieve the universal elimination of nuclear weapons.”

Slater told IPS that at the last NPT Review Conference in May, which broke up when the U.S., UK and Canada
refused to agree to an Egyptian proposal for a conference on a Middle East Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zo-
ne — made to fulfill a 1995 promise as part of the commitments from the nuclear weapons states for an indefinite
extension of the 25 year old NPT — the non- nuclear weapons states took a bold step.

South Africa expressed its outrage at the unacceptable nuclear apartheid apparent in the current “security” system
of nuclear haves and have nots—a system holding the whole world hostage to the security doctrine of the few.

In the past two years, after three major conferences with governments and civil society in Norway, Mexico and
Austria to examine the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of nuclear war, over 100 nations signed up at the
end of the NPT to the Austrian government’s Humanitarian Pledge to identify and pursue effective measures to fill
the legal gap for the prohibition and elimination of nuclear weapons.

There are now 113 countries willing to move forward to negotiate a prohibition and ban on nuclear weapons to
stigmatise and delegitimise these weapons of horror, just at the world has done for chemical and biological wea-
pons. Slater said it is hoped that countries harbouring under their nuclear umbrellas will also be pressured by civil
society to give up their alliance with the nuclear devil and join the Humanitarian Pledge.

“This August, as we remember and commemorate around the world the horrendous events in Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki, it’s long past time to ban the bomb! Let the talks begin.” (IPS | 6 August 2015) ¢
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Churches Seek to Amplify Echo of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

By Gustavo Capdevila

The Atomic Bomb Dome serves as a memorial to the people who died in the Aug. 6, 1945 bombing of Hiroshima, Japan. The
building was the only structure left standing near the bomb’s hypocentre. Credit: Courtesy of Barbara Dunlap-Berg, UMNS

GENEVA (IPS) - The accounts of survivors of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki will serve as
inspiration for leaders of Christian churches grouped in the World Council of Churches (WCC), which advocates
the elimination of nuclear weapons.

A delegation of members of churches from Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, South Korea and
the United States are making a pilgrimage to the two Japanese cities annihilated by atomic bombs dropped by the
United States on Aug. 6 and 9, 1945.

“The generation of survivors of the atomic bombings are in their eighties, those that survived. And this generation
is passing,” said Peter Prove, director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the Geneva-
based WCC, the largest and most international ecumenical body. @
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“But these are the real witnesses, those who could give testimony about the human impact of atomic weapons. And
I think that we need to capture that moment and to amplify it,” he told IPS.

Bishop Mary-Ann Swenson of the United Methodist Church of the United States said “We will be in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki to remember the horror of the atomic bomb.”

“As we gather in places devastated by the deadliest of weapons 70 years ago, we are aware that 40 governments
still rely on nuclear weapons,” said Swenson, who is heading the pilgrimage. “Nine states possess nuclear arsenals
and 31 other states are willing to have the United States use nuclear weapons on their behalf,” she added.

Prove explained that the members of the delegation were carefully selected. “The members of this delegation for
this programmed visit are very strategically chosen. They come from countries that are nuclear powers, either histo-
ric ones from the War World Two period (1939-1945), like the USA, or more recent ones, like Pakistan, from outs-
ide the NPT (Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons) framework,” he said.

13

The rest of the delegations come from the group of 31 countries mentioned by Swenson: “...so-called ‘nuclear
umbrella states’. States that are not nuclear armed themselves but who rely upon protection, if I can use that term,
from other nuclear powers, in this case the U.S. especially,” Prove added.

The aim of the pilgrimage is for senior leaders of churches from the seven countries to experience the 70th anniver-
sary of the bombings and to meet the Hibakushas, as the survivors are known.

On their return, “they will convey that message of human impact back to their own governments, back to their own
communities, in the interest of trying to make the case for a legal ban on nuclear weapons,” Prove said.

The delegates will have to “point out that there is a legal gap, that all other major categories of weapons of mass
destruction have a legal ban....which isn’t the case for nuclear weapons.”

“Churches are good networks for doing that, in their own communities and vis-a-vis their own governments in
many countries,” said Prove.

The WCC delegation will meet with Hibakushas and with religious and social figures from Japan during the activi-
ties and ceremonies to mark the 70th anniversary, whose central events will be held Aug. 6 in Hiroshima and Aug.
9 in Nagasaki.

The U.S. atomic attack left around 66,000 dead and 69,000 injured in Hiroshima — a total of 135,000 victims. In
Nagasaki there were 64,000 victims: 39,000 killed and 25,000 injured.

With respect to the second phase of the church mission to Japan — advocating a ban on nuclear weapons in the rest
of the world — Prove said the WCC’s strength is primarily its network of member churches around the world, much
more than the Secretariat in Geneva.

“We do represent one quarter of global Christianity, 500 million people in 120 countries. So the real activity will
be the extent to which those church leaders and their churches follow up with their own governments,” he said.

“And that would vary from country to country. Obviously a Norwegian church leader potentially has much greater
access to influence their government than let’s say, a Pakistani church leader might do relative to their government.

“The World Council of Churches is itself a product of the post War World II period. It’s precisely because of the
shock of the atrocities of the destruction of War World II that the WCC really ultimately came into existence,” Pro-
ve said.

“So, it’s a reaction to the genocide, to the Holocaust, it’s a reaction to the atomic bombings, it’s a reaction to glo-
bal war and conflict in general.” (IPS | 3 August 2015) 4
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Addressing the Disarmament Deficit
By Daryl G. Kimball*

HIROSHIMA (IDN) - In the seven decades since the
U.S. atomic bomb attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
nuclear weapons have become less and less relevant to
| the security of possessor states and their allies and the
potential harm of their further use has become even
more harmful to international security and human sur-
vival.

Yet the threat of nuclear war remains. As President
Obama said in June 2013 in Berlin: “ ... so long as nu-
clear weapons exist, we are not truly safe.”

And thanks to the moving and inspiring testimonials of
the hibakusha (survivors of atomic bombings) many of
us have heard . . ., we are better able to understand why

— the use of nuclear weapons is inhumane and unaccepta-
4 .
ble under any circumstances.

To ensure the NPT and the broader global nuclear disarmament enterprise remains dynamic and effective, all
states-parties must provide leadership and take action to fulfill the treaty’s lofty goals and aspirations.

Unfortunately, rather than help to advance the disarmament cause, the 2015 NPT review conference exposed the
imperfections of the NPT and the divisions among key parties.

In addition, to the division on the Middle East Zone conference, the states-parties failed to produce an updated,
meaningful action plan on disarmament that builds on the commitments they made at the 2010 review conference.

Although the recent downturn in U.S.-Russian relations and growing U.S.-Chinese tensions have made progress
difficult, this does not excuse the NPT nuclear weapon states from their NPT Article VI disarmament commit-
ments.

Without further U.S. and Russian nuclear reductions, until at least 2021, the United States and Russia will deploy
more than 1,500 strategic warheads on several hundred bombers and missiles — far more than necessary to deter
nuclear attack. If these weapons were used even in a “limited” way, the result would be catastrophic nuclear devas-
tation. Making matters worse, the United States and Russia are both modernizing their Cold War nuclear invento-
ries, which will cost of several hundred billion dollars over the next ten years.

Other nuclear arms states — China, India, and Pakistan in particular — are all pursuing new ballistic missile, cruise
missile, and sea-based nuclear delivery systems. Pakistan has dangerously lowered the threshold for nuclear weap-
ons use by developing tactical nuclear weapons capabilities to counter perceived Indian conventional military
threats. And North Korea continues its nuclear pursuits in violation of its earlier denuclearization pledges and the
NPT and may conduct yet another nuclear weapon test explosion. &

*Daryl G. Kimball is Executive Director, Arms Control Association, based in Washington, DC. This article contains extensive
excerpts from the remarks the author made at 25th United Nations Conference on Disarmament Issues, Hiroshima, Japan, on
August 27, 2015.
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While they agreed to draft conference language outlining some useful new disarmament concepts, the nuclear
weapon states did not come to the conference with significant new proposals for progress on disarmament, and they
successfully brushed aside calls for new benchmarks and timelines on previous commitments.

In response, 114 governments joined an Austrian-led initiative known as the “Humanitarian Pledge,” which calls
on states "to identify and pursue effective measures to fill the legal gap for the prohibition and elimination of nu-
clear weapons."

Some states and civil society campaigners interpret this to mean that negotiations on a treaty to ban nuclear weap-
ons possession and use should begin.

A ban is a necessary step toward a world without nuclear weapons. Unfortunately, will not, by itself, change dan-
gerous nuclear doctrines or eliminate nuclear arsenals of the world’s nuclear-armed states. It is not a panacea for
the hard work and bold leadership necessary to change the status quo.

Thus, additional creative initiatives, new ideas, and bolder leadership are required to move forward.

And, given that the next NPT Review Conference is five years away, given that the Conference on Disarmament is
dysfunctional, a new and meaningful forum to develop and launch effective disarmament measures is required.

The following concepts and initiatives may help catalyze meaningful action:
1. Convene nuclear disarmament summits.

As Henry Kissinger, Sam Nunn, William Perry, and George Shultz argued in an op-ed in 2013, a new multilateral
effort for nuclear disarmament dialogue is needed.

In 2009, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon suggested that the UN Security Council convene a summit on nuclear
disarmament.

I welcome . . . expression of support for pursuing the concept in the 2015 NPT draft conference document regard-
ing an “open-ended working group” to “elaborate effective measures for the full implementation of Article VI of
the treaty.” The working group could allow for the continuation of the discussions at the NPT Review Conference
on disarmament and the introduction of practical new proposals for breaking the current deadlock.

Another, more impactful approach would be for a group of concerned states to organize a high-level conference
involving the leaders of a representative group of 20-30 nuclear and nonnuclear armed states to a two- to three-day
summit on the pursuit of a joint enterprise to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons.

The first such high-level meeting could be held in Hiroshima or elsewhere in Japan in 2016 on the margins of the
G-7 Summit. Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida has opened the door to such a gathering with his very important invi-
tation for other world leaders to visit Hiroshima at that time.

This could be an historic, new, and productive starting point to rejuvenate the nuclear disarmament effort.

To bring all key states together is should be based on two principles:

1) a clear understanding of the humanitarian impact of the use of nuclear weapons; and

2) an objective assessment of the security concerns of states, including the threats posed by a range of nuclear risks.

All participants should be encouraged to bring “house gifts” — specific actions by states that would concretely re-
duce the threat of nuclear weapons use, freeze or reduce numbers of nuclear weapons, reduce the role of nuclear
weapons, or make their nuclear programs more transparent. =
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For instance, the United States and Russia could jointly announce they will resume negotiations on a follow-on to
the New START agreement, and/or one or more CTBT Annex II states could announce they have taken concrete
steps to sign or ratify the treaty.

Such a summit could provide much-needed new momentum on disarmament.
2. Accelerate U.S.-Russian nuclear cuts and freeze other nuclear-armed nation stockpiles.

Further nuclear reductions need not wait for a new U.S.-Russian arms control treaty. The United States and Russia
could accelerate the pace of reductions under New START to reach the agreed limits before the 2018 deadline. As
long as both sides continue to reduce force levels below the treaty limits, U.S. and Russian leaders could undertake
parallel, verifiable reductions well below New START ceilings.

Other countries must get off the disarmament sidelines, particularly China, France, India and Pakistan, which con-
tinue to improve their nuclear capabilities. These states are all pursuing new ballistic missile, cruise missile, and
sea-based nuclear delivery systems. In addition, Pakistan has dangerously lowered the threshold for nuclear weap-
ons use by developing tactical nuclear weapons capabilities to counter perceived Indian conventional military
threats.

To start, the world’s other nuclear-armed states should pledge not to increase the overall size of their stockpiles as
long as U.S. and Russian reductions continue. A unified push for further U.S.-Russian arms cuts, combined with a
global nuclear weapons freeze by the other nuclear-armed states, could create the conditions for multilateral action
on disarmament.

3. Follow through on the CTBT.

Next year will mark the 20th anniversary of the negotiation and the opening for signature of the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). In the interest of global security and out of respect for the victims and survivors of nucle-
ar testing, it is past time to bring the treaty into force. Despite statements of support for the CTBT from China and
the United States, neither state has taken sufficient action to ratify the treaty. Stronger leadership from Washington
and Beijing is overdue and necessary.

Other states must do their part too. Ratification by Egypt, Iran, and Israel — three other key CTBT holdouts — would
also reduce nuclear weapons-related security concerns in the Middle East and help create the conditions necessary
for the realization of a zone free of weapons of mass destruction — or in the very least, a nuclear weapons test free
zone. . . . We must respect the wishes of the hibakusha, and it is clear that one of their wishes is the CTBT. And, I
agree with him that states cannot pick and choose which NPT commits they decide to meet . . .

Neither India nor Pakistan say they want to resume testing, yet their governments have failed to take a serious look
at joining the CTBT, which, despite their protestations, is a non-discriminatory measure that would help reduce nu-
clear tensions throughout Asia.

Even if action by these states toward ratification begins soon, the entry into force of the CTBT is many years away,
and it is vital that the international community seek ways to reinforce the global taboo against nuclear testing pend-
ing CTBT entry into force. To do so, it would be wise for the members of the UN Security Council to consider the
adoption of a resolution next year that determines that nuclear testing by any state is a threat to international peace
and security.

Or the key nuclear testing states could issue a joint statement underscoring their commitment to the CTBT and the
test moratorium. None of these options is easy or simple, but without fresh thinking and renewed action on the 70-
year old problem of nuclear weapons, the risk of the further use of nuclear weapons use will grow. [IDN-
InDepthNews — 27 August 2015] ¢
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Look at Nuclear Weapons in a New Way
By Jan Oberg *

LUND, Sweden (IPS) - It’s absolutely necessary to remember what happened
70 years ago in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, see the movies from then, listen to the
survivors, the hibakusa. But it isn’t enough for us to rid the world of these
crimes-against-humanity weapons. And that we must.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki are history and are also the essence of the age you and
live in — the nuclear age. If the hypothesis is that by showing these films, we
create opinion against nuclear weapons, 70 years of ever more nuclearism
should be enough to conclude that that hypothesis is plain wrong.

There is a need for a frontal attack on not only the weapons but on nuclearism —
the thinking/ideology on which they are based and made to look ‘necessary’ for
security and peace.

At its core, terrorism is about harming or killing innocent people and not only
combatants. Any country that possesses nukes is aware that nukes can’t be used
without killing millions of innocent people — infinitely more lethal than Al-Qaeda, ISIS and so.

Since 9/11 [attack on the Twin Towers in New York], governments and media have conveniently promoted the
idea that terrorism is only about small non-governmental groups and thus tried to make us forget that the nuclear
‘haves’ themselves practise state terrorism and hold humanity hostage to potential civilisational genocide (omni-
cide).

No nuclear state has ever dared to hold a referendum and ask its citizens: “Do you or do you not accept to be de-
fended by a nuclear arsenal?” Nuclear weapons with the omnicidal ‘kill all and everything’ characteristics is pure
dictatorship, incompatible with both parliamentary and direct democracy. And freedom.

Citizens generally have more, or better, morals than governments and do not wish to see themselves, their neigh-
bours or fellow human beings around the world burn up in a process that would make the Holocaust look like a co-
sy afternoon tea party. In short, nuclear weapons states either arrange referendums or must accept the label dicta-
torship.

The idea that a few hundred politicians and military people in the world’s nuclear states have a self-appointed right
to play God and decide whether ‘project humankind’ shall continue or not belongs to the realm of the civilisational
perverse or the Theatre of the Absurd. Such people must run on the assumption, deep down, that they are Chosen
People with a higher mission. Gandhi rightly called Western civilisation diluted fascism.

Why? Because — simply — there can be no political or other goal that justifies the use of this doomsday weapon and
the killing of millions of people, or making the earth uninhabitable.

The trick played on us all since 1945 is that there are some ‘responsible’ — predominantly Christian, Western —
countries that can, should, or must have nuclear weapons and then there are some irresponsible govern-
ments/leaders elsewhere that must be prevented by all means from acquiring them. In other words, that prolifera-
tion rather than possession is the problem. <

* Jan Oberg is co-founder and Director of the Transnational Foundation for Peace and Future Research (TFF) in
Lund, Sweden.
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However, it is built into the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) that those who don’t have nuclear weapons shall ab-
stain from acquiring them as a quid pro quo for the nuclear-haves to disarm theirs completely.

That is, the whole world shall become a nuclear-weapons-free zone (NWFZ).
Those who have nuclear weapons provoke others to get them too. Possession leads to proliferation.

The recent negotiations with Iran is a good example of this bizarre world view: the five nuclear terrorist states, sit-
ting on enough nukes to blow up the world several times over and who have systematically violated international
law in general and the NPT in particular, tell Iran — which abides by the NPT and doesn’t want nuclear weapons —
that it must never obtain nuclear weapons.

Simultaneously, they turn a blind eye to nuclear terrorist state, Israel’s 50+ years’ old nuclear arsenals.

And it is all actively assisted by mainstream media which seem to lack the knowledge and/or intellectual capacity
to challenge this whole set-up — including the racist belief structure that “we have a God-given right and are more
responsible than everybody else — particularly non-Christians...”

But what about deterrence?

You’ve heard the philosophical nonsense repeatedly over 70 years: nuclear weapons are good to deter everyone
from starting the ‘Third World War’. That nukes are here to never be used. That no one would start that war be-
cause he/she would know that there would be a mass murder on one’s own population in a second strike, retalia-
tion. But think! Two small, simple counterarguments:

You cannot deter anyone from doing something unless you are willing to implement your threat, your deterrent. If
A knows that B wouldnever use his nukes, A would not be afraid of the retaliation. Thus, every nuclear weapons
state is ready to use nukes under some defined circumstance; if not there is no deterrence whatsoever

The United States has long ago done two things (as the only one on earth): decided on a doctrine in which the use
of small nukes in aconventional role is fundamental, thus blurring the distinction between conventional and nuclear
weapons; and said that its missile defence (which it also wants in Europe) is about preventing a second strike back
— shooting down retaliatory missiles — so it can start, fight and win a nuclear war without being harmed itself. Or so
it can hope.

Let’s rid the world of this civilisational mistake. Nuclearism and nuclear deterrence are the world’s most dangerous
ideologies comparable to slavery, absolute monarchy and cannibalism that we have decided — because we are hu-
mans and civilised and can think and feel — to put behind us.

There is no co-existence possible between nuclear weapons on the one hand and democracy, peace and civilisation
on the other.

It’s time to regain hope by looking at all the — civilised — non-nuclear countries and follow their example. Thus, 99
percent of the southern hemisphere landmass is nuclear weapons-free with 60 percent of its 193 states, with 33 per-
cent of the world’s population, included in this free zone.

The West, the United States in particular, which started the terrible Nuclear Age, should now follow the great ma-
jority of humanity, apologise for its nuclearism and move to zero. (IPS | 7 August 2015) 4
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